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Legal Aid at Work is a nonprofit legal services organization that 
has been assisting low-income, working families for more than 
100 years. Its programs conduct outreach, provide direct legal 
services to thousands of people each year, engage in litigation 
when necessary, and advocate for policies that strengthen the 
rights of low-income people.
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“Human Progress is neither automatic 

nor inevitable . . . . Every step toward the 

goal of justice requires sacrifice, suffering 

and struggle; the tireless exertions and 

concern of dedicated individuals.”
— DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
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Dear Colleagues and Friends, 

We are delighted that you are 
joining us this year as we 
recognize Legal Aid at Work’s 
107th year of advancing justice 
in partnership with our clients, 
their families, and their 
communities.  

We devote the resources you generously provide to us to combat the many barriers marginalized 
workers confront on the job—structural racism, sex harassment, discrimination, wage theft, 
denials of leaves and accommodations, and retaliation that includes threats of deportation. 

The price our clients pay is perpetual economic insecurity, a pervasive feeling of uncertainty, and 
repeated affronts to their dignity, all of which harms their health and corrodes their essential 
sense of well-being. Yet our clients are courageous as they stand up to wrongdoing and engage 
with us to remedy the wrongs they have suffered.

Our commitment is to fight alongside our clients as they pursue their cause, ever mindful of the 
values we hold dear: fairness, inclusion, respect, and the rule of law drawn from the fundamental 
tenets of our democracy.

Tonight’s program pays homage to those who have made a difference, including members of our 
staff and our clients. 

In addition we are proud that Pam Karlan, the Kenneth and Harle Montgomery Professor of Public 
Interest Law at Stanford University is our inspiring keynote speaker. Professor Karlan, an 
influential Constitutional law scholar and a renowned member of the Supreme Court bar has 
secured foundational rights and expansive rulings that have changed the landscape of our country.

And it is our honor to present our Mathew O. Tobriner Award to Marielena Hincapié, the former 
Executive Director of the National Immigration Law Center and an esteemed leader in the 
pro-immigrant movement, who has devoted her career to promoting the rights of low-income 
immigrants across the country. We are pleased that Chris Ho, Director of our National Origin and 
Immigrants’ Rights Program, and who was Marielena’s colleague during her time with our 
organization, will give her our Award.

We thank you for spending the evening in our company and for generously supporting our free 
and crucial legal services.

Warmly,

Annette P. Carnegie Joan M. Graff 
Chair, Board of Directors President
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MUSICAL INVOCATION

Tammi Brown  
Vocalist

WELCOME

Annette P. Carnegie  
Chair, Legal Aid at Work Board of Directors

THE POWER OF OUR WORK

Kim Ouillette   
Staff Attorney, Wage Protection Program

LAURA’S STORY: DRIVER OF CHANGE

Video

Laura Zuniga, Legal Aid at Work Client 
Nora Cassidy, Attorney, Gender Equity & LGBTQ Rights Program

PRESENTATION OF THE 2023 MATHEW O. TOBRINER PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD

Marielena Hincapié 
Immigrant Rights Advocate and  
Former Executive Director, National Immigration Law Center 

Presented by Christopher Ho 
Director, Legal Aid at Work 
National Origin and Immigrants’ Rights Program

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

Pamela S. Karlan 
Kenneth and Harle Montgomery Professor of Public Interest Law and  
Co-Director, Supreme Court Litigation Clinic, Stanford Law School

We are pleased to gift Sierra Corn Lily 1983, a silver gelatin print by William Alsup,  
to Professor Karlan.

CLOSING REMARKS

Joan M. Graff 
Annette P. Carnegie 
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THANK YOU TO OUR 107TH ANNIVERSARY SPONSORS!
Legal Aid at Work is grateful to the numerous law firms, organizations 
and individuals who support our work. 

PACESETTERS

Coblentz Patch Duffy & Bass LLP
Covington & Burling LLP
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
The Morrison & Foerster Foundation and 

Morrison & Foerster LLP
Robbins Geller Rudman & Dowd LLP
Rogers Joseph O’Donnell, PC

BENEFACTORS

Gilead Sciences, Inc.
McGuireWoods LLP
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP

CHAMPION

FOUNDERS
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VISIONARY PARTNERS

Rudy, Exelrod, Zieff & Lowe, LLP
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Sixth Street
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP 

and Affiliates
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

Ropes & Gray LLP
Schneider Wallace Cottrell Konecky LLP
White & Case LLP
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(All listings as of May 9, 2023)

PATRONS
Crowell & Moring
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
Farella Braun + Martel LLP
FedArb
Fenwick & West LLP
Hemming Morse, LLP

Jenner & Block LLP
Jones Clifford, LLP
Minami Tamaki LLP
O’Melveny & Myers LLP
Outten & Golden, LLP

Hunter Pyle Law
Sanford Heisler Sharp, LLP 
Sidley Austin LLP
Troutman Pepper Hamilton 

Sanders LLP
Zelle LLP

SUPPORTERS

Allred Maroko & Goldberg
Altshuler Berzon LLP
Berman Tabacco and 

Christopher T. Heffelfinger
California Civil Rights  

Law Group
Cohelan Khoury & Singer
Epiq
Feinberg, Jackson, Worthman 

& Wasow LLP

Folger Levin LLP
Fox Rothschild LLP
Friedman & Springwater LLP
Hanson Bridgett LLP
JAMS
JND Legal Administration
Kazan McClain Partners’ 

Foundation
King & Spalding LLP
Liberation Law Group

Lichten & Liss-Riordan P.C.
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, 

Glovsky and Popeo, P.C.
Neyhart, Anderson, Flynn & 

Grosboll
Nichols Kaster, PLLP
Olivier & Schreiber LLP
Rosen Bien Galvan & 

Grunfeld LLP
Trucker Huss, APC

ADVOCATES

Anonymous
Buffington & Aaron, ALC
Adrianne DeCastro
Equal Justice Society
John and Lucy Foote
Impact Fund

Aaron Kaufmann and  
Anne Schmitz

Samuel R. Miller and  
Maude Pevere

Shute, Mihaly &  
Weinberger LLP

Simpluris, Inc.
The Honorable  

John M. True III (Ret.)
Law Office of  

Jeannette A. Vaccaro
Ling Yuan

CHALLENGERS

A & R Advisory Services LLC
Alexander Morrison  

+ Fehr, LLP
Andrus Anderson LLP
Beeson, Tayer & Bodine, APC 

and Dale Brodsky
Beneficial State Bank
CPT Group, Inc. 
Robert and Ruth Dell
Catherine Fisk and  

Erwin Chemerinsky
Ellen A. Friedman

Goldstein, Borgen, Dardarian 
& Ho

Joan M. Graff
Lang, Richert & Patch
Patrick and Gwen Mahoney
Matern Law Group, PC
Louise M. McCabe and 

Donald T. Gray 
Minnis & Smallets LLP
Joshua and Jennifer Peck
Jennifer Reisch and  

Javier Amaro

Roberts Disability Law, P.C.
The Sampath Law Firm
Eduardo E. Santacana
Nate and Traci Shafroth
Shartsis Friese LLP
The Honorable  

Thomas F. Smegal, Jr. (Ret.)
Swanson & McNamara LLP
Valerian Law, P.C.
Lenard G. Weiss
Eric C. Wiener

SPECIAL THANKS

William Alsup
Catherine L. Fisk

AJ Patel and the Hyatt Regency 
Banquets Staff
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The following sponsors are leaders in sustaining Legal Aid at Work’s 

programs and services. We are honored to recognize these sponsors 

for their contributions to our organization and community.
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Described by The American Lawyer as “one of the nation’s 
premier plaintiffs firms,” Lieff Cabraser is a 125-plus attorney 
law firm with offices in San Francisco, New York, Nashville, 
and Munich. We have been committed to seeking justice for 
the injured, victims of fraud, whistleblowers, employees, and 
investors in the Bay Area and internationally for over fifty years.

 Lieff Cabraser litigates significant employment class action 
lawsuits, including gender and race discrimination cases 
against Fortune 100 companies and other firms; overtime 
pay lawsuits on behalf of hourly and entry-level professionals; 
ERISA claims on behalf of employees and retirees for pension 
plan abuses; and ground-breaking class action lawsuits like 
those filed against Apple, Google, Intel, and others 
challenging collusive recruiting practices that restrict worker 
mobility and suppress pay.

 We also represent employee whistleblowers who challenge 
wrongdoing by their employers. The firm’s whistleblower 
cases have challenged a wide variety of government fraud, 
including overcharges to Medicare, military units, and 
federally-funded education programs.

 Our lawyers are committed to fighting for the rights of 
employees in California and nationwide. We strive to make 
lasting change in company practices while also remedying 
the harms suffered by our clients. We are proud to have 
assisted our clients in ensuring that their employers 
implement hiring, pay, promotion, and evaluation practices 
that are fair and transparent across all variety of industries 
and all levels of employment.

CHAMPION
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Clients partner with Cooley on transformative deals, complex 
IP and regulatory matters, and high-stakes litigation, where 
innovation meets the law. Cooley has nearly 1,400 lawyers 
across 18 offices in the United States, Asia and Europe.

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati is the premier provider of 
legal services to technology, life sciences, and growth 
enterprises worldwide. Our clients range from entrepreneurial 
start-ups to multibillion-dollar global corporations, as well as 
the venture firms, private equity firms, and investment banks 
that finance and advise them. Our commitment to the 
community includes becoming a more environmentally 
sustainable organization and the contribution of pro bono legal 
services, volunteer service activities, and financial support to 
nonprofit organizations through the Wilson Sonsini Foundation. 
Established in 1990, the Wilson Sonsini Foundation provides a 
vehicle for the firm’s partners to make financial contributions 
to the community. www.wsgr.com

FOUNDERS

Latham & Watkins delivers innovative solutions to complex 
legal and business challenges around the world. From a 
global platform, our lawyers advise clients on market-shaping 
transactions, high-stakes litigation and trials, and 
sophisticated regulatory matters. Latham is one of the 
world’s largest providers of pro bono services, steadfastly 
supports initiatives designed to advance diversity within the 
firm and the legal profession, and is committed to exploring 
and promoting environmental sustainability.

VISIONARY
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PARTNERS

Cleary Gottlieb is a pioneer in globalizing the legal profession.  
Founded by seven lawyers in 1946, our firm has grown to 
over 1,100 lawyers from more than 50 countries, working 
across practices, industries, jurisdictions and continents to 
provide clients with simple, actionable approaches to their 
most complex legal and business challenges, whether 
domestic or international. We support every client 
relationship with intellectual agility, commercial acumen and 
a human touch, and have a proven track record for serving 
with innovation.

Access to energy helps improve lives by driving human 
progress and enabling the benefits of modern society. That’s 
why we’re constantly working to provide reliable, affordable 
and ever-cleaner energy for the millions around the world 
that rely on us.

Keker, Van Nest & Peters LLP is a 115-lawyer law firm based 
in San Francisco, California. For more than 45 years, the firm 
has litigated complex, high-stakes civil and criminal cases 
throughout the United States. We take the cases where 
companies, products, and careers are riding on the result. 
Our clients are high-profile individuals, as well as some of the 
world’s most successful companies, including Genentech, 
Google, Instacart, Lyft, Meta, Major League Baseball, Netflix 
and Qualcomm.
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Kirkland is committed to providing legal services without 
charge to those who cannot afford counsel, with the goals of 
improving lives, bettering communities and deepening our 
attorneys’ professional experience. Kirkland attorneys at all 
levels pursue pro bono matters dealing with a variety of 
issues such as immigration, disability rights, civil rights, 
prisoner rights, death penalty cases and criminal appeals, 
guardianship, veterans’ benefits, and the representation of 
nonprofit organizations, among other areas. Learn more 
about Kirkland’s commitment to pro bono at www.kirkland.
com/probono.

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP is an international law 
firm with a particular focus on the technology & life sciences, 
energy, financial, and real estate & construction sectors. 
Recognized as one of the most innovative law firms by 
Financial Times and one of the top firms for client service by 
BTI Consulting, Pillsbury and its lawyers are highly regarded 
for their forward-thinking approach, their enthusiasm for 
collaborating across disciplines and their authoritative 
commercial awareness.

Willkie provides strategic legal representation and trusted 
counsel to market-leading public and private companies 
operating around the world.  Working closely with clients, we 
promote their interests, protect their rights and position 
them for long-term success. The Firm fosters a collegial 
culture, cultivates an inclusive and diverse workplace, and 
seeks to inspire all employees to be stewards for each other, 
clients and their broader communities. Through the Firm’s 
continued effort to devote significant pro bono recourses to 
systemic issues, we offer attorneys many opportunities to 
provide pro bono legal advice and support to underserved 
individuals, communities and organizations. 
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Justice Mathew O. Tobriner was a revered jurist and legal scholar who did not hesitate to 
speak out on behalf of disadvantaged and marginalized people. He expressed the 
fundamental principle that, “Whatever hardship poverty may cause in society generally, the 
judicial process must make itself available to the indigent; it must free itself of the sanctions 
born of financial inability.”

Justice Tobriner gave life to those words while serving as a longtime member of our Board of 
Directors and, for a term, as its president. In memory of Justice Tobriner, Legal Aid at Work pays 
annual tribute to individuals who have made extraordinary efforts to assist the most vulnerable 
members of our community and to strengthen the principle of equal access to justice.

“The core of a free and democratic society lies in 
full and equal access to the courts.”

— The late Honorable Mathew O. Tobriner,  
Associate Justice of the California Supreme Court, 1962–1982;  

President, Board of Directors, Legal Aid at Work, 1961–1963

PAST RECIPIENTS OF THE TOBRINER AWARD

2000
Elizabeth J. Cabraser
Prudence Poppink
Brad Seligman

2001
Drucilla Stender Ramey

2002
Dale Minami

2003
Margalynne Armstrong 
Markita D. Cooper
Constance de la Vega
Angela P. Harris 
Bill Ong Hing
Shauna I. Marshall
Miguel A. Méndez

2004
Dolores Huerta

2005
Sheila Kuehl

2006
The Honorable Ronald M. George

ABOUT THE MATHEW O. TOBRINER AWARD

M
A

TH
E

W
 O

. T
O

B
R

IN
E

R
 P

U
B

LI
C

 S
E

R
V

IC
E

 A
W

A
R

D

2007
Guo Jianmei
Robin R. Runge
Esta Soler

2008
Col. William A. Gunn, U.S. (Ret.)

2009
Richard W. Odgers

2010
Therese M. Stewart

2011
The Honorable Carlos R. Moreno 
(Ret.)

2012
Belva Davis

2013
José R. Padilla

2014
Diane “Dee” Mosbacher, MD, PhD
Nanette Gartrell, MD

2015
Eva Paterson

2016
George Takei

2017
The Honorable  
Thelton E. Henderson

2018
Saru Jayaraman

2019
Julie A. Su

2020
Alicia Garza

2021
Gerald P. López

2022
Keith Wattley
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Marielena Hincapié
Immigrant Rights Advocate and Former Executive 
Director, National Immigration Law Center
Presented by Christopher Ho, Director, Legal Aid at Work National Origin and  
Immigrants’ Rights Program

Marielena Hincapié served as the executive director of the 
National Immigration Law Center (NILC) and the NILC Immigrant 
Justice Fund (IJF) until November 2022. Marielena began her 
tenure at NILC in 2000 as a staff attorney leading its labor and 
employment program. She successfully litigated law reform and 
impact-litigation cases dealing with the intersection of 
immigration laws and employment/labor laws. After serving as 
director of programs, Marielena became NILC’s executive director. 
Under her leadership, NILC and the IJF strategically combined 
litigation, policy, communications, narrative change, and 
movement-building to effect transformational change.

Marielena is a nationally respected leader, legal and political strategist, and a leading voice in the 
national conversation on immigrants. A seasoned strategist and bridge builder, she co-led the 
transformational Immigrant Movement Visioning Process resulting in a long-term vision grounded 
in racial, economic, and gender justice and equity.  She co-chaired the Biden Campaign’s Unity 
Taskforce on Immigration, and helped lead the national conversation on the essential role 
immigrants play in shaping the future of the US and safeguarding our democracy. She played a key 
role in supporting youth leaders in the creation and successful implementation of Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), and co-founded the Protecting Immigrant Families (PIF) coalition to 
address children and families’ access to safety net programs. She co-created the 
#ImmigrantsAreEssential cultural campaign which won a Shorty Award and a Gold Anthem Award 
for Civil and Human Rights.

After graduating from Northeastern University School of Law, Marielena started her legal career 
with Legal Aid at Work (known as Legal Aid Society—Employment Law Center at the time). She 
served on the American Bar Association’s Commission on Immigration, and the boards of Jobs with 
Justice, the Center for Law & Social Policy, and as founding Board President of the Indivisible 
Project. In March 2023, Marielena was selected as a member of the Board of Trustees for The 
David and Lucille Packard Foundation.

Marielena is the youngest of 10 children and immigrated as a child from Colombia to Rhode Island. 
She brings a bilingual and bicultural perspective to her work for equity, justice, and democracy. 

In July 2023, she will serve as a Distinguished Visiting Immigration Scholar at Cornell Law School.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
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Pamela S. Karlan
Kenneth and Harle Montgomery Professor of  
Public Interest Law and Co-Director,  
Supreme Court Litigation Clinic, Stanford Law School

Pamela Karlan is the Kenneth and Harle Montgomery 
Professor of Public Interest Law and a founder and co-director 
of the Supreme Court Litigation Clinic at Stanford Law School.  
The Clinic has represented parties in more than fifty merits 
cases and amici ranging from the bipartisan leadership of the 
House Judiciary Committee to labor unions, and from overseas 
voters to survivors of torture.  Karlan herself has argued nine. 

Pam’s primary scholarship includes constitutional litigation, 
particularly with respect to voting rights and antidiscrimination 
law.  She has published dozens of scholarly articles and is the 

co-author of three leading casebooks as well as a monograph on constitutional interpretation.  
She has received numerous teaching awards. 

Pam received her B.A., M.A., and J.D. from Yale.  After clerking for U.S. District Court Judge 
Abraham Sofaer and Supreme Court Justice Harry Blackmun, she practiced law at the NAACP 
Legal Defense and Educational Fund, focusing on employment discrimination and voting rights.  
Her public service includes a term as a commissioner on the California Fair Political Practices 
Commission, which implements and enforces the State’s campaign finance, lobbying, and 
conflict of interest laws.  Most recently, she served as the principal deputy assistant attorney 
general in the Civil Rights Division of the U.S. Department of Justice, heading the Division for five 
months until the confirmation of a new assistant attorney general, and then serving as the 
reviewer for the Appellate, Educational Opportunity, Immigrant and Employee Rights, and 
Voting Sections.  During her prior service at the Division, she received the Attorney General’s 
Award for Exceptional Service (the Department’s highest award for employee performance) for 
work in implementing the Supreme Court’s decision in United States v. Windsor and the John 
Marshall Award for Providing Legal Advice for her work on Title VII and gender identity. 

In 2021, Pam received the American Bar Association’s Margaret Brent Award. In 2016, she was 
named one of the Politico 50—a group of “thinkers, doers, and visionaries transforming American 
politics”; earlier in her career, the American Lawyer named her to its Public Sector 45—a group of 
lawyers “actively using their law degrees to change lives.” 
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Jerry Kennedy Quartet

Geechi Taylor, on trumpet, is known mostly 
as a sideman for top bands playing music 
ranging from jazz to hip-hop. Geechi has also 
dedicated himself to the future of jazz by 
being a mentor to the kids interested in music.

Raliegh Neal II, on keyboards, has dedicated 
his life to music, with over 30 years of 
experience with artists such as Stacy Lattisaw, 
Guru’s Jazzmatazz, Michael Franti and 
Spearhead, be Be Winans, Trevor Hall, Herbie 
Hancock, The Groove Collective, Stephanie 
Mills and others. He has also led music 
education programs and workshops for ages 
5 to adult and has composed for television, 
movies and gaming.

Jerry Kennedy, on bass, is a band leader 
and music teacher. He has toured as an 
opening act for George Clinton, James Brown 
and Maceo Parker and is currently a band 
director at Black Pine Circle in Berkeley. 

With Michael Rogers on drums. 
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STammi Brown
Vocalist

Tammi Brown has performed with some of the world’s 
most notable music industry icons, including music 
producer Quincy Jones, Bobby McFerrin, Lauren Monroe 
& Rick Allen (Def Leppard), Alan Parsons Project, Stanley 
Jordan, Dr. Maya Angelou, Joan Baez, Spyro Gyra, and 
Eric Bibb, to name a few. She is currently a vocalist in the 
ten-time Grammy and Lifetime Achievement Award 
winner Motion, Bobby McFerrin’s vocal group. Ms. 
Brown is also a lead vocalist in the two-time Grammy 
Award-nominated vocal ensemble The Cultural Heritage 
Choir, led by the legendary Linda Tillery. She is the Voice 
for the award-winning “Lost American Jazzbook” project 
that recently won the 18th-annual Independent Music 
Award for Best Jazz Album with Vocals. Tammi’s musical 
journey has placed her on several stages in more than 
ten countries worldwide.
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ABOUT US
OUR MISSION 

We seek justice for low-wage workers, families and communities.
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THE PEOPLE WE SERVE

We stand alongside our clients in 
challenging unlawful, abusive, and 
intimidating practices at work and in the 
community. Many of these practices are 
rooted in deeply embedded racism and 
discrimination against people of color.

Our clients are undocumented immigrants, 
people of color, those with limited-English 
proficiency, survivors of domestic violence, 
caregivers, members of the LGBTQ 
community, pregnant women, new parents 
and working families, people with 
disabilities, military veterans and workers 
making claims for unpaid wages and 
unemployment insurance. 

HOW WE WORK

Our free legal services are more in demand 
than ever before in our 107 year history. 
Structural racism in the workplace and 
broader society continues to deprive millions 
of Californians of their dignity and prevent 
them from achieving their true potential. 
These problems have only been magnified by 
the COVID-19 pandemic and the economic 
devastation it has wrought.

We offer legal advice and counseling services 
through statewide clinics, medical-legal 
partnerships, and helplines. We file cases and 
administrative actions to enforce labor, 
employment, and civil rights. We conduct 
trainings of workers and legal advocates and 
disseminate practical but comprehensive legal 
information online. And we advocate for local, 
state, and national policies that strengthen the 
rights of low-wage workers and their families. 
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OUR PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS

The National Origin and Immigrants’ Rights 
Program advances fair and equal treatment for 
all workers regardless of their place of origin or 
immigration status.

The Wage Protection Program brings 
economic security to our clients and their 
families as they struggle against rampant wage 
theft and, in some cases, forced labor.

The Gender Equity and LGBTQ Rights 
Program combats sex-based discrimination, 
harassment, and domestic and sexual violence 
while advancing the rights of women and 
persons who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, or non-binary.

The Work and Family Program ensures that 
workers do not have to choose between the 
health of themselves or their families and their 
economic livelihoods.

Project SURVIVE works to break the cycle of 
violence and poverty for survivors of domestic 
violence and their children by empowering 
them to exercise their right to stay safe while 
maintaining basic economic security.

The Fair Play for Girls in Sports Project 
promotes the health, educational 
achievement, and future employment 
opportunities of girls from low-income 
communities.

The Racial Economic Justice Program 
fights discrimination against people of 
color and advocates for equity and 
opportunity for all.

The Disability Rights Program enables 
persons with disabilities to participate 
fully in work, schools, and life in their 
communities.

The Workers’ Rights Clinic operates  
13 clinic sites around the State and serves 
as a point of entry and assistance for the 
thousands of low-wage workers we 
provide advice and counsel to each year.
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n We helped an unhoused, formerly 

incarcerated client keep his living-wage 
job when his employer threatened to 
rescind his job offer after a background 
check. Within 48 hours, we helped the 
client negotiate to retain his union job, 
which landed him in stable housing.

n We fought to secure reasonable 
accommodations for people with 
disabilities who were impacted by COVID-19. 
For example, we obtained a favorable 
settlement on behalf of an office manager 
whose dedicated service of 15 years had 
abruptly ended because her boss fired her 
for requesting telework accommodations 
in the midst of the pandemic.

n On the 50th anniversary of Title IX (which 
requires gender equity in public schools) 
we and co-counsel won an appeal in the 
9th Circuit allowing female athletes at 
Hawaii’s largest public high school to 
proceed with a class action alleging 
egregious sex discrimination against girls 
in the school’s athletic program.

n Along with coalition partners, we 
successfully championed legislation (SB 
951) dramatically increasing the amount 
of money that workers with low incomes 
obtain from California’s Paid Family Leave 
and Disability Insurance programs. Before 
this legislation, people with low incomes 
often could not afford to use these vital 
programs because the wage replacement 
rate was simply too low.

n We helped immigrant workers by securing 
a precedent-setting decision from the 
California Court of Appeal. It held that 
California law bars inquiry into immigrant 
plaintiffs’ work authorization except in the 
narrowest of circumstances and upon a 
strict showing of legal necessity.

n In partnership with Trabajadores Unidos 
Workers United (TUWU), we helped secure 
a decision from the Labor Commissioner 
for $2.2 million in stolen wages for former 
employees of a Burger King franchise in 
San Francisco.

n We provided individualized legal advice 
and counsel to 2,939 people in 2022, 
including through our 13 regular Workers’ 
Rights Clinic sites and 4 additional evening 
clinics to meet increased client demand. 
We operate our clinics in close partnership 
with 8 law schools, 150 law students,  
100 volunteer attorneys, and  
11 community based organizations.
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OFFICERS

Annette P. Carnegie 
Chair 
Kaiser Foundation  
Health Plan, Inc.

Elizabeth J. Cabraser 
Vice Chair 
Lieff Cabraser Heimann & 
Bernstein, LLP

Laurence F. Pulgram 
Vice Chair 
Fenwick & West LLP

James M. Finberg 
Secretary 
Altshuler Berzon LLP

James H. Abrams 
Treasurer 
Fox Rothschild LLP

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
We are grateful to have the leadership and support of the wise, dedicated 
and generous members of our board, who make our work possible.

DIRECTORS

Aaron Kaufmann 
Leonard Carder, LLP

Joshua G. Konecky 
Schneider Wallace Cottrell 
Konecky LLP 

Barry S. Levin 
Orrick, Herrington & 
Sutcliffe LLP

Laura K. Lin 

Steven R. Lowenthal 
Farella Braun + Martel LLP

Jason C. Marsili 
Rosen Marsili Rapp LLP

Louise M. McCabe 
Troutman Pepper Hamilton 
Sanders LLP

Alicia M. McKnight 
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw 
Pittman LLP

Rachael E. Meny 
Keker, Van Nest & Peters LLP

Christopher T. Micheletti 
Zelle LLP

Samuel R. Miller (Ret.) 
Sidley Austin LLP

John T. Mullan 
Rudy, Exelrod, Zieff &  
Lowe, LLP

J. Bernard Alexander, III 
Alexander Morrison +  
Fehr, LLP

Jennie Lee Anderson 
Andrus Anderson LLP

Aelish M. Baig 
Robbins Geller Rudman & 
Dowd LLP

Amy L. Bomse 
Rogers Joseph O’Donnell P.C.

Sara B. Brody 
Sidley Austin LLP

Christina Cheung 
Allred, Maroko & Goldberg

Madeline Chun 
Hanson Bridgett LLP

Craig C. Corbitt 
Corbitt Law Office

Linda M. Dardarian 
Goldstein, Borgen, Dardarian 
& Ho

Adrianne De Castro 
Desai Law Firm PC

Michael B. Dell 
Shartsis Friese LLP

Hon. Robert L. Dondero 
(Ret.) 
JAMS

Daniel Feinberg 
Feinberg, Jackson, 
Worthman & Wasow LLP

Scott A. Fink  (Ret.) 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Catherine L. Fisk 
UC Berkeley School of Law

John R. Foote (Ret.) 
Nixon Peabody LLP

Harrison “Buzz” Frahn 
Simpson Thacher &  
Bartlett LLP

Ellen A. Friedman 
Friedman & Springwater LLP

Felicia Gilbert 
Sanford Heisler Sharp, LLP

Kenneth L. Guernsey 
Cooley LLP

Wilmer J. Harris 
Schonbrun Seplow Harris & 
Hoffman, LLP

William N. Hebert

Christopher T. Heffelfinger 
Berman Tabacco

Daniel J. Herling 
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, 
Glovsky and Popeo, P.C.  

Matthew S. Kahn 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

(continued)
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This year, Legal Aid at Work is pleased to announce two sets of awards to recognize the 
outstanding contributions from Board members: the Distinguished Service Award and the 
Meritorious Service Awards. 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD 
The Distinguished Service Award is given annually to one board member 
who has tirelessly devoted outstanding service to Legal Aid at Work and 
who has worked to advance the core principle of providing access to justice. 

William N. Hebert 

MERITORIOUS SERVICE AWARDS
The Meritorious Service Award is given to a current or former board member who consistently 
and meaningfully contributed their time and energies to advancing Legal Aid at Work. This 
award recognizes the many contributions necessary to our continued success, including 
litigation, finance, fundraising, operations, consulting, legal advice, and the continuing 
education of staff members. 

Aelish M. Baig 
Robbins Geller Rudman & 
Dowd LLP

Warrington Parker 
Crowell & Moring LLP

Joshua Peck 
Sixth Street 

Rosemarie T. Ring 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Michelle L. Roberts 
Roberts Disability Law, PC

Jahan C. Sagafi 
Outten & Golden LLP

Supreeta Sampath 
The Sampath Law Firm

Eduardo E. Santacana 
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

Dylan G. Savage 
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & 
Rosati

Bryan Schwartz 
Bryan Schwartz Law

Tessa J. Schwartz 
Morrison & Foerster LLP

Nathan E. Shafroth 
Covington & Burling LLP

Luann L. Simmons 
O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Michael D. Singer 
Cohelan Khoury & Singer

Hon. Thomas F. Smegal, Jr. 
(Ret.)

Kristin A. Snyder 
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

Kirt Switzer 
Latham & Watkins LLP

Quyen L. Ta 
King & Spalding LLP

Sean Tamura-Sato 
Minami Tamaki LLP

Troy Valdez 
DLA Piper (US)

Lisa McCabe van Krieken 
Folger Levin LLP

Anne E. Villanueva 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom LLP 

Eric C. Wiener 
Morrison & Foerster LLP

Steven G. Zieff 
Rudy, Exelrod, Zieff &   
Lowe, LLP

Samuel R. Miller (Ret.) 
Sidley Austin LLP

Supreeta Sampath 
The Sampath Law Firm

BOARD SERVICE AWARDS COMMITTEE

Madeline Chun, Co-Chair 
Hanson Bridgett LLP

Harrison “Buzz” Frahn, Co-Chair 
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

Bryan Schwartz 
Bryan Schwartz Law

Kirt Switzer 
Latham & Watkins LLP
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Joan Messing Graff  
President

LEGAL

Laura Alvarenga Scalia 
Staff Attorney 
Disability Rights Program

Alexx Campbell 
Staff Attorney 
Wage Protection Program

Nora Cassidy 
Attorney 
Gender Equity & LGBTQ 
Rights Program

Sabina Crocette  
Senior Staff Attorney 
Racial Economic Justice 
Program

DeCarol Davis 
Program Director 
Community Legal Services 
Program

Michael Gaitley 
Senior Staff Attorney 
Community Legal Services 
Program

Christopher Ho 
Program Director 
National Origin & 
Immigrants’ Rights Program

Shatti Hoque 
Attorney 
Racial Economic Justice 
Program

Bradan Litzinger 
FAIR Legal Fellow

Shazzy Kamali 
Attorney 
Work & Family Program

Elizabeth Kristen 
Program Director 
Gender Equity & LGBTQ 
Rights Program

Molly Lao 
Skadden Fellow 

Lynnette Miner 
Senior Staff Attorney 
Gender Equity & LGBTQ 
Rights Program

Kim Ouillette 
Staff Attorney 
Wage Protection Program 

Julia Parish 
Senior Staff Attorney 
Work & Family Program

Sela Steiger 
Staff Attorney 
Work & Family Program

Maria Tapia Hernandez 
Senior Staff Attorney 
Community Legal Services 
Program

Sharon Terman 
Program Director 
Work & Family Program

Rob Underwood 
Project Advocate 
Wage Protection Program

Stacy Villalobos 
Program Director 
Racial Economic Justice 
Program

George Warner 
Program Director 
Wage Protection Program 

Katherine Wutchiett 
Senior Staff Attorney 
Work & Family Program

SPECIAL COUNSEL

Robert E. Borton

Henry Hewitt

Cacilia Kim

Ruth Silver Taube

Daniela Urban

Honorable Joseph R. Grodin 
(Ret.)

STAFF 
The diverse staff members of Legal Aid at Work are leaders in their field. 
They advocate fiercely alongside our clients to achieve justice. 
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Jessica Barragan Carmona 
Central Valley Community 
Organizer

Leslie Chaires 
Spanish Language Intake 
Specialist

Lee Michael Garcia Jimenez 
Community Legal Services 
Program Administrator

Natalia Gottschalk 
Work and Family Outreach 
Coordinator

Sandra Johnson 
Fair Chance Community 
Rights Organizer

Tishon Smith 
Senior Paralegal/ 
Legal Assistant

Valerie Sprague 
Senior Paralegal/ 
Legal Assistant

King Szeto 
Senior Language Access 
Coordinator

Samantha Vasquez Huerta 
Paralegal/Legal Assistant

DEVELOPMENT & 
EXTERNAL RELATIONS

Kevin Clune 
Vice President of Strategy

Steve Heimerle 
Senior Assistant Director of 
Development 

Savannah Kuang 
Digital Communications 
Specialist 

Greg Medley 
Senior Development 
Database Specialist

Madeline Rowell 
Grants & Impact Assessment 
Specialist

ADMINISTRATION

Howard Chen 
Vice President of Human 
Resources, Labor Relations 
and DEI

BreAnna Crawford 
Operations Associate 

Ana Flores 
Senior Intake Specialist/
Receptionist

Ian Huang 
Human Resources & 
Accounting Manager

Alison Kaneko 
Director of Recruitment and 
Retention

Galina Khunis 
Senior Accounting Manager

Scott Neilson 
Operations & Technology 
Manager

Lawrence Yuan 
Vice President of Finance 
and Operations

ROBERT M. DELL STUDENT ADVOCATES

The Robert M. Dell Student Advocates are generously funded by the partners of  
Latham & Watkins LLP.

Athena Arana 
UC Berkeley Law

Roselyn Cantu 
Boston University  
School of Law

Zach Fishman 
UC Berkeley Law

Amelia Gallay 
UC Berkeley Law

Andrew Tamez 
UC College of the Law,  
San Francisco

Sophie Tol 
UC Davis School of Law

David Toppelberg 
Stanford Law School

Sophia Ureta-Fulan 
UC College of the Law,  
San Francisco

Iris Wagner 
UC College of the Law,  
San Francisco

(As of April 19, 2023)
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OUR WORKERS’ RIGHTS CLINIC
Low-wage workers across California are subjected to illegal practices on 
the job, and our Workers’ Rights Clinic has grown steadily to serve them.
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We provide services in Spanish, English, Mandarin, and Cantonese and can arrange 
services in other languages.
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STUDENTS, RECENT GRADUATES, VOLUNTEER COUNSELORS AND COORDINATORS

CLINIC VOLUNTEERS
Our community of volunteers is an integral part of our Workers’ Rights, 
Wage Claim, and Disability Rights clinics. These volunteer attorneys 
provide supervision, expertise and advice to the participants, who 
together serve thousands of people across California each year.

Helena Abbott
Sara Allen
S. Denni Arnold
Joshua Arrayales
Mahshad Badii
Harry Bagenstos
Bridget Bartenetti
David Beglin
Geli Belong
Rafi Bortnick
Cody Bowlay-

Williams
Christina Boyar
Montez J. Brooks
Carlo Bruno
Joanna Burstedt
Riley Burton
Alex Cadena
Jessica Carmona
Laura Carver
Royce Simón Chang
Stephannie Chen
Jin Cho
Alejandra Chumbes
Ben Clark
David Cremins
Abigail Cruz
Jordan Diamond
Wanda Dunmore
Alex Eliopulos
Diana Fabian
Alyssa Faith

Victor Felix
Luis Figueroa
Hannah Finnie
Isabel Flores-Ganley
Sophie Flynn
Tetta Frank
Andrew Freire
Rosario Galindo
Franchesca Garcia
Abraham Geiderman
Sam Goity
Julia Paula Gokhberg
Maritere Gomez
Phillip Gomez
Linda Gordon
Erin Graham
Zoë L. Grimaldi
Bea Guzman
Jerusalem Hadush
Caiti Hall
Kait Hambly
Taylor Hart
Kerry Hayden
Nora Al Henaki
Analisa Hernandez
Eric Ho
Alex Holran
Jisoo Hong
Leila Hooshyar
Hayley Huntley
Adrienne Irmer

Samarah Jackson
David Jaffe
Cirrus Jahangiri
Jacobi Jefferson
Yucy Jia
Sandra Johnson
Corey W. Jollie
Kiryl Karpiuk
Saachi Keswani
Kiara Khalid
Hunter Kolon
Audrey Koontz
Jessica Langdon
Chloe Law
Ben LaZebnik
Alex Le
Erika Le
Larkin Levine
Yaoqi Li
Laura Lombarde
Divya M. Schlesinger
Henry Martin
Lauren Mattice
Alyssa Gonzaga May
Cal McKinney
Kathleen Moore
Anne Motlow
John Murray
Gillian Norton
Tatum Novitzky
Janelle Nunez

(continued)

Chinwendu Okoye
Kathya Orozco
Ewuare Osayande
Benjamin Ostfield
Jessica Paulson
Bryan A. Perez
Gabriela Posada
Nicole Powell
Isaac Price-Slade
Jose Ramirez-Gomez
Amaya Ramsay
Grant Reed-Hoos
Stasia Reisinger
Jesse Reit
Omar Rizk
Isabel Rothberg
Christina Rozolis
Destiny Salcido
Matthew Dean 

Scammahorn
Nick Scheuerman
Kayvon Seif-Naraghi
Ji Seo
Hannah Siepmann
Leilani Stacy
Emma Steiner
Silva Stewart
Nathan Tauger
Nathan Tauger
Anita Thomas
Kaylsa To
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Devin Ton
David Toppelberg
Olivia Totten
Charlene Tsai
James Tsang

Yesenia Valdivia
Isa Velez
Jingyi Wang
Langston Ward
Claire Weintraub

Alexander Whistler
Lydia Wi
Hunter Wolff
Matthew Wu
Isaiah Zeavin-Moss

VOLUNTEER ATTORNEYS

Sarah Abraham
Galen Ages
Kristen Agnew
Alexis Alvarez
Mindy Avecedo
Navruz Avloni
Sean Betouliere
Ken Boyd
Daniel Brome
Alexx Campbell
Ashley Carter
Nora Cassidy
Cassidy Clark
Kevin Clune
Carlos Coye
Sabina Crocette
Jake Darin
Adrianne De Castro
Matthew DeCarolis
Tom Duckworth
Tim Elder
Nikki Endsley
Deborah England
Jason Erlich
Michael Flynn
Molly Frandsen
Caitlin Fuller
Andres Gallegos

Jenna Gerry
Ally Girouard
Barbara Giuffre
Karina Godoy
Sean Graham
Gregory Greene
Ginger Grimes
Christina Hebert
Chris Ho
Michael Hsueh
David Ibarra
Jasmine Jenkins
William Jhaveri-

Weeks
Melissa Johnson
Jinny Kim
Corey Kniss
Adam Koshkin
Elizabeth Kristen
Rachael Langston
Molly Lao
Noah Lebowitz
Sarah Madan
Elizabeth Medrano
Yvonne Medrano
Ed Meleshinsky
Aaron Minnis
Beth W. Mora

Lindsay Nako
Christina Nielsen
Max Norris
Drea Nuñez
Brisa Velazquez 

Oatis
Jared Odessky
Gabrial Orea
Kim Ouilette
Jeremy Pasternak
Pooja Patel
Lizette Rodriguez 

Peña
Jonathan Peña-

Mancinas
Matt Peterson
Paige Pulley
Hunter Pyle
Darin Ranahan
Joseph Richards
Melody Rissel
Michelle Roberts
David Rosenfeld
Laura Alvarenga 

Scalia
Chris Schreiber
Bryan Schwartz
Kristen Scott
Tim Shadix

Jo Zhou
Wenny Zhu
David Zukowski

Sarah Shahatto
Bobby Shukla
Art Siegel
Sonya Smallets
Michael Smith
Jovanna Solis
Jessica Spierer
Charles Taylor
Nicole Teixeira
Rachel Terp
Sara Tosdal
Robert Underwood
Daniela Urban
Xinying Valerian
Stacy Villalobos
Sharon Vinick
Cecily Vix
Marjorie Wallace
Ken Wang
George Warner
Brendan White
Timothy Williams
Catha Worthman
AnaStacia Wright
Katie Wutchiett
Jenny Yelin
Katherine Zalewski
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RECENT GRANT AND FELLOWSHIP FUNDERS
AARP Foundation 

Ascend at the Aspen Institute 

Blue Shield of California 
Foundation 

California Access to Justice 
Commission 

California ChangeLawyers 

The California Wellness 
Foundation 

First 5 California 

Foundation for Advocacy 
Inclusion & Resources 
(FAIR) 

The William G. Gilmore 
Foundation 

The James Irvine Foundation 

Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation 

Kazan McClain Partners’ 
Foundation 

Legal Services Funders 
Network 

The David and Lucile Packard 
Foundation 

Skadden Fellowship 
Foundation 

The State Bar of California 

TechBridge 

TIME’S UP Legal Defense 
Fund 

van Löben Sels/RembeRock 
Foundation 

Venable Foundation

Arthur & Charlotte Zitrin 
Foundation 
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Discrimination | Retaliation/Whistleblower Protection | Sexual Harrassment and 
Assault | Disability & Pregnancy Accomodations | Equal Pay | Executive 

Representation & Severance Negotiation | Misclassification | Unpaid Wages, 
Overtime, Commissions, Expenses | Meal & Rest Break Violations | International 

Employment Law | Breach of Contract | Tech Employment Law

Recognized Leaders in Individual and Class Action Employee Representation

351 CALIFORNIA ST, SUITE 700
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94104

PH (415) 434-9800 | FX (415) 434-0513

Proud to support Legal Aid at Work

www.rezlaw.com













Saluting 

Legal Aid 

at Work 

and 107 years of 

workers’ rights!

505 14th Street, Suite 600, Oakland, CA 94612

510 444 4400   hunterpylelaw.com



“I never gave up. I just needed 
someone to stand in my corner 
and believe in me. That is where 
Legal Aid at Work came in.  
I thank you from the bottom 
of my heart.” 

— Jeff, LAAW Client
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180 Montgomery Street, Suite 600, San Francisco, California 94104
415-864-8848  |  info@legalaidatwork.org  |  legalaidatwork.org

Legal Aid at Work is a nonprofit legal services organization that 
has been assisting low-income, working families for more than 
100 years. Its programs conduct outreach, provide direct legal 
services to thousands of people each year, engage in litigation 
when necessary, and advocate for policies that strengthen the 
rights of low-income people.




